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Take Your Classroom Back in Time 
with Historic Bethlehem

2015 - 2016 School Group Tour Experiences

• Experience the past at the 1748 - 1848 Burnside Plantation
• Take your students back in time in the city’s oldest building, the 1741 Gemeinhaus

• Bring Historic Bethlehem into your classroom
• Discover the Rise and Fall of Bethlehem Steel

• Visit multiple historic sites on the Heritage Trail for students
• Take your students back in time to one of America’s earliest industrial parks

• For our youngest guests, have fun Sensing the Colonial World on a colonial farm

Bring your students to the oldest building in Bethlehem or take them down on the farm to churn butter and spin 
yarn.  Get creative in our decorative arts museum or tour the Bethlehem Steel site.  Can’t make it out to our 
historic sites? Invite us into your classroom for a historic time.

Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites offers exciting, relevant, educational, and hands-on 
programs for students—all linked to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s standards.



Century at Burnside Plantation
Discover what daily life was like on a colonial farm at Historic Burnside Plantation.  Students will investigate 
the farmhouse, operate the high horsepower wheel, construct a child-sized barn using early farm technology, 
write with a quill pen with walnut ink, and more.  Students are invited to pack their lunch to enjoy at the site, 
picnic style, after their program concludes.

House on the Lecha
Discover the 1741 Gemeinhaus – the House on the Lecha – as the place where it all began 
in Bethlehem.  This interactive museum experience in a National Historic Landmark takes 
visitors back to Bethlehem’s earliest days and highlights the building as the centerpiece of 
Bethlehem’s Moravian life, work, society, and worship.

Historic Bethlehem on the Road
History on the Road can provide your entire grade with a fun and engaging field trip at your 
school.  There is no transportation cost and you can choose from three to five 
Learning Stations.  Stations include: Colonial Dress-Up: Fabric and Wool Carding, 
Colonial Chocolate: Learn about its importance in Colonial Pennsylvania, Make a Real 
Fractur Using a Quill Pen and Walnut Ink, Play Colonial Games, Make Your Own 
Pennsylvania Quilt, and more.

Rise and Fall of Bethlehem Steel
The tour is where science and history burn bright as students discover how steel built America.  Take your 
students back in time when Steel reigned in Bethlehem.  Students will appreciate the foundation of a diverse 
community that kept Bethlehem Steel in operation.

Learners will understand that technology influences society through its products and processes.  They will also 
understand how the rise of the Industrial Revolution influenced the quality of life and understand that 
technological changes are often accompanied by social, political and economic changes.

Take handheld audio pods on the Heritage Trail.  The tour includes visits to multiple historic sites in the 
Colonial Industrial Quarter, including the 1750 Smithy for a blacksmith demonstration, the Bethlehem 
Waterworks for a scientific investigation, and the Springhouse and Luckenbach Mill.

Heritage Trail for Students

Introduce your students to America’s early colonial trades in Historic Bethlehem’s 
Colonial Industrial Quarter, including dairy, Metalsmithing (with a real blacksmith), 
weaving, and tanning.  Crafts and demonstrations are all in the shadow of the 1750 Smithy, 
Spring House, Tannery, Luckenbach Mill, and Waterworks.

Handmade in the 18th Century

Sensing the Colonial World
This unique program was designed specifically for our youngest guests – take them back 
in time to explore a colonial farm.  Meet James Burnside, his plantation, and colonial 
Moravian farm life in early Bethlehem. Colorful story boards enhance active learning, 
which includes touching, smelling, hearing, tasting, and seeing activities.  Students plant 
seeds to take with them, as well as receive a coloring book.

Programs are aligned with the Pennsylvania Common Core Standards and Integrated with STEM education.
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