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Historic Bethlehem’s Luckenbach Mill Undergoing 

Renovations by Morning Call Volunteers 
 

BETHLEHEM, PA — The Luckenbach Mill was chosen by the Morning Call for this year's Volunteer 

Challenge Project, an initiative that partners local nonprofit organizations with companies to complete 

projects that will make a significant impact on the mission of the nonprofit organization. 

[http://www.mcall.com/about/volunteerchallenge/] The Volunteer Challenge is sponsored by the 

Volunteer Center of the Lehigh Valley.  

 

The 1869 Luckenbach Mill is being converted into the Luckenbach Mill Learning Center that will provide 

much needed multi-purpose space for educational programming for children and adults with hands-on-

interactive components. These renovations will double the number of students who can be 

accommodated at one time for experiential learning.   

 

Located in the heart of the oldest industrial park in America, situated adjacent to the newly designated 

Historic Moravian Bethlehem, National Historic Landmark District, visitors to the site will learn about 

what life is like and how goods were made in the 18th century showcasing the 1762 Waterworks, 

America’s first pumped municipal water system and the 1761 Tannery.  Additionally, the third floor of 

the Learning Center, will be the home to the Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites Library and Archives 

to showcase 10,000 photos and tens of thousands of pages archival materials related to the history of 

the community.   In these renovated classrooms, students will learn about the science of tanning 

leather, explore engineering in the waterworks, and discover other uses of technology in colonial 

Bethlehem. The site will also be ideal for conferences, meetings, and PA Academic based programming 

for children. 

Morning Call employee volunteers put in time and energies for the project during the month of April, 

completing various renovations in the Luckenbach Mill, including removing temporary walls on the 

second floor to create 2,000 square feet and exposing original beams and artifacts related to the milling 

operations.  This renovation provides the backdrop to one of the most photographed and painted 

scenes  (historic sites) in the Lehigh Valley. 

 

 Voting is going on now and closes at noon on May 30th for best projects in the Volunteer Challenge. 

[http://www.volunteerlv.org/events/vol_chal/vol_chal.asp]  

mailto:lwukitsch@historicbethlehem.org


 

Historic Bethlehem Museums and Sites is a not-for-profit institution that brings to life three centuries of 

American history.  Historic Bethlehem tells the story of a small town of great influence, home to some of 

our nation’s earliest settlers, America’s first municipal water pumping system, and one of the world’s 

greatest industrial companies.  Historic Bethlehem is located in Eastern Pennsylvania, only a 1.5 hour 

drive from Philadelphia to the North and 2 hours west of New York City.  Historic Bethlehem is an 

Affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution and a National Historic Landmark district. For more information 

please call 610-691-6055 or visit www.historicbethlehem.org. 
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