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Beauty, Style, and Decorative Arts 
At Historic Bethlehem’s Rooms to View House Tour 
Saturday, June 8 

BETHLEHEM, PA—For more than two decades, Historic Bethlehem has partnered with its neighbors to 

open the city’s beautiful homes, kitchen doors, and garden gates to visitors as part of the annual Rooms 

to View House Tour. 

On Saturday, June 8, 2013, join us for another year of inspiring interiors and landscapes at some of the 

finest residences in the Lehigh Valley.  

Guests will appreciate the privacy and allure of two old-world properties located on Main Street 

extension in Bethlehem, boasting some of the most secluded gardens perched on bluffs above Memorial 

Park with the tranquility of nature at its best and abundant wildlife. 

A Christen Springs property in northern Bethlehem is surrounded by an acre of gardens influenced by 

the homeowners’   ten years of living abroad in Europe.  The focal point of the garden is a natural, uncut 

stone patio that was created from stones collected from all over the world.  Visitors will be treated to 

seven whimsical natural stone animal sculptures placed throughout the Hellebore garden, hosta  

gardens, succulent garden and a perennial garden with mature Acanthus as well as  an array of very 

unusual conifers.   

Visitors will have the opportunity to visit the historic Mount Airy Neighborhood and tour a three-story 

home on Prospect Avenue built in 1915 by Frederick Schick.  This property boasts eight bedrooms and 

five ½ baths and was home to various Bethlehem Steel executives and later sold to the Allentown 

Catholic Diocese for use as a convent for seven Trinitarian nuns.  Most of the materials used to construct 

the house were locally sourced and includes Mercer tile, structural steel, structural clay and shale 

masonry. 

Don’t miss the popular Accessory and Plant Sale, which will be held this year at the newly renovated and 

expanded Kemerer Museum of Decorative Arts at 427 North New Street.    Enjoy planting tips and 

takeaways and browse through lovely gifts, fine accessories, and unique artwork from local vendors and 

artists.  

Kemerer Museum will be open for tours of the new Resource Collection Center and the astounding 

Elizabeth Johnston Prime dollhouse collection. Lunch will also be for sale at the museum. 

Rooms to View House Tour tickets are $25 for Historic Bethlehem members and $35 for the general 

public and all day-of purchases. 



Start this year’s house tour on Friday, June 7 at our Preview Soiree with a panoramic view of the Lehigh 

Valley in bloom. At this estate custom designed and built by Blair Custom Homes, Inc. you will be 

situated at the pinnacle of Skyview Drive and enjoy vistas reaching to the northeast stretching to Easton. 

At the core of the home is a three-story, handcrafted, spiral staircase designed  by Slabaugh Custom 

Stairs that sweeps guests down to the billiard parlor, media room and out onto expansive patios for hors 

d'œuvres and music that will feature island reggae sounds by the Mighty Manates.  Guests will arrive 

and be greeted with a stainless steel sculpture by Robert Koch and will have the opportunity to mingle 

with friends and fellow Historic Bethlehem supporters while enjoying impeccable décor, custom design, 

and exquisite artwork. The Preview Soiree will be held Friday, June 7 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tickets are 

$85 and include admission to Saturday’s tour. 

All event tickets may be purchased at Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites by calling (610) 882-0450 or 

online at historicbethlehem.org. 

Proceeds from the Rooms to View House Tour support Historic Bethlehem Museums and Sites mission 

to bring history to life through education and preservation. 

 

Historic Bethlehem Museums &  Sites is a not-for-profit institution that brings to life three centuries of 

American history.  Historic Bethlehem tells the story of a small town of great influence, home to some of 

our nation’s earliest settlers, America’s first municipal water pumping system, and one of the world’s 

greatest industrial companies.  Historic Bethlehem is located in Eastern Pennsylvania, only a 1.5 hour 

drive from Philadelphia to the North and 2 hours west of New York City.  Historic Bethlehem is an 

Affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution and a National Historic Landmark district. For more information 

please call 610-691-6055 or visit www.historicbethlehem.org. 
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