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Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites to Celebrate 

Annie Kemerer’s 150th Birthday 
 

BETHLEHEM, PA – Celebrate Annie Kemerer’s, the woman who our Kemerer Museum is named after, 

150th Birthday at Kemerer Museum of Decorative Arts on Saturday, September 19, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Decorate Steampunk inspired top hats, goggles, and mustache props on sticks at the Kid’s Club program, 

through a partnership with ArtsQuest. During and after Kid’s Club, guests are invited to help Historic 

Bethlehem Museums & Sites celebrate Annie Kemerer's 150th birthday with an ice cream social.  

Guests can enjoy live music, a birthday cake from Connie’s Cakes & Cookies, ice cream, and more. Each 

birthday party guest is eligible to receive one free Annie or Betsy doll. Annie and Betsy dolls are custom- 

made dolls created by Once Upon A Treehouse. The Annie doll was created in honor of Annie Kemerer, 

and the Betsy doll was designed in honor of Elizabeth Johnston Prime. Annie Kemerer’s antique 

collections started the establishment of the Kemerer Museum of Decorative Arts. After her passing, 

Elizabeth Johnston Prime’s pristine dollhouse collection was donated to the Kemerer Museum of 

Decorative Arts and is on select dollhouses are on display for guests to see during the party. 

Annie Grim was born in 1865, daughter of Jacob and Ellen Fogel Grim. Her grandparents owned and 

maintained the Grim farm, which is now part of Saucon Valley Country Club. Annie had two sisters, and 

she attended the Hackettstown Academy in New Jersey and the Hagerstown Academy in Maryland.  

In 1890, Annie Grim married Albert Kemerer, who was the only son of state senator Jacob Kemerer. 

Annie and Albert had one son who died during service in World War I.  After Albert died in 1927, Annie 

became a recluse, but she continued to collect antiques in her home, located on Broad Street. At her 

death in 1951, she left her estate and her collections to start a decorative arts museum in Bethlehem, 

now called the Kemerer Museum of Decorative Arts.  

A $75 family membership allows guests free access to Kid’s Club programs all year, as well as free 
admission to the museums and historic sites. For non-members, Kid’s Club activities are free with 
admission to the museum, starting at $12 for adults. For more information or questions regarding the 
programs, please contact Melanie Depcinski at mdepcinski@historicbethlehem.org or 610-882-0450 ext. 
13. The Kemerer Museum of Decorative Arts is located at 427 N. New Street, Bethlehem. 
 
All proceeds from this event help Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites to maintain 20 historic 

landmarks in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 

Historic Bethlehem is a not-for-profit institution that brings to life three centuries of American history. 

Historic Bethlehem tells the story of a small town of great influence, home to some of our nation’s 

earliest settlers, to America’s first municipal water pumping system, and to one of the world’s greatest 

industrial companies. Historic Bethlehem is located in Eastern Pennsylvania, only a 1.5 hour drive from 

Philadelphia to the north and 2 hours west of New York City. Historic Bethlehem is an Affiliate of the 

Smithsonian Institution and is distinguished as a National Historic Landmark District for Historic 

Moravian Bethlehem. 
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