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2015 ROOMS TO VIEW HOUSE TOUR CELEBRATES DIVERSE BETHLEHEM ARCHITECTURE 
 

BETHLEHEM, PA (April 21 , 2015) – Historic Bethlehem Museum & Sites has announced the 23rd annual 
Rooms to View House Tour will be held Saturday, June 6, 2015, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Celebrating the diverse architecture representative of Bethlehem, this year’s event showcases restored 
historic residences along Bethlehem’s west side, splendid estates and backyard sanctuaries in Saucon 
Valley, complete historic restorations downtown and even a working alpaca farm. 
 
The house tour officially kicks-off with an elegant Preview Soiree Friday, June 5, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m.  A nearly 8,200 square foot home, built in 2004 on more than 6 acres in Saucon Valley, will be the 
venue for guests to enjoy hors d’oeuvres and drinks prepared by Karen Hunter Catering while listening 
to jazz piano favorites by Alex Gergar.   Fine art photography by Alyssha Eve Csuk will be exhibited, 
music by The New Groove will be enjoyed on the patio and guests will partake in mead sampling 
provided by Colony Meadery.  Of course attendees will be encouraged to explore the home and grounds 
including the picturesque gardens, patio and custom stone swimming pool.  Admission to the Preview 
Soiree is $85 and includes Saturday’s tour. 
 
New this year is the Miller’s House Garden Cocktail Party at the lush Miller’s House Garden tucked 
beside the Luckenbach Mill in the Colonial Industrial Quarter.  Following Saturday’s tour (3:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m.), hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served amid the Victorian Era garden faithfully 
maintained for more than 30 years by the Bethlehem Garden Club.  The Flutations, a five member flute 
ensemble, will provide music during the reception. 
 
Some of the tour stops include a four square colonial on Prospect Avenue designed by architect A.W. 
Leh in 1911 that has been restored by several owners over the years.  Guests will be enamored by a 
button which allowed previous hostesses to summon staff that still exists under the dining room table.  
The current owners have replicated the original kitchen using A.W. Leh’s blueprints and carpenters 
recently uncovered original gas lines in the walls, indicating the home used gaslight at the time is was 
built.   
 
In Bethlehem’s Old Rosemont neighborhood a 1929 stone home features original Moravian tile, random 
width hardwood floors and a grand staircase.  In addition to the gorgeous marble-surround fireplace and 
built-in bookshelves in the formal living room, guests will surely be delighted with the Zuber & Cie 
panoramic wallpaper classically hung above the dado rail in the dining room.  Despite being redesigned, 
the kitchen still houses the original, working dumbwaiter. 
 
A charming green colonial built in 1895 is located in the subdivision of Bethlehem Heights, near 
Washington Avenue and Center Street. Condemned when the current owners purchased it in 2002, the 
house has been completely restored and renovated yet retains its original charm.  Beyond the backyard 
private oasis, a train display with a model of Bethlehem’s 18th Century Industrial Area – including more 
than a dozen buildings that are no longer standing – resides in a three-car carriage house. 
 
Two properties on Main Street Extension are featured this year.  A 1945 stone English-style cottage will 
charm visitors with its Moravian tile fireplace, unique exterior doors, hand-pointed native stone and 
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thick slate roof.  Built by notable Bethlehem builder Franklin Groman Chiles, the home also boasts 
several gardens, trees, shrubs, fences and an arbor leading from the front of the home to a bluestone 
patio.  A traditional stone home designed by another prominent Bethlehem architect, Frank Chiles, in 
1943 has been revived for everyday living and contemporary entertaining.  The owners, with help from 
their architect neighbor, remodeled the first floor to include a master suite and recycled a Bulthaup 
kitchen from a Philadelphia mansion as part of a complete kitchen renovation. 
 
Along the southern part of the tour visitors will be treated to a 1790 stone farm house situated on 
nearly nine and a half acres.  The center hall colonial includes a walk-in fireplace in the living room and 
original “wig closet” in the dining room.  A barn was added to the property in the 1800s and through the 
years the farm has grown various crops and raised pigs, dairy cows and lambs.  For the last 15 years the 
current owners have raised alpacas. 
 
Also on the tour this year is Kemerer Museum of Decorative Arts (KMDA).   Housed in three 
interconnected mid-1800s homes on New Street, KMDA features changing exhibits, period rooms and 
several galleries featuring a variety of decorative arts.  Light refreshments will be available in the 
sculpture garden and visitors with a house tour program book will receive 15% off any museum gift shop 
purchase. 
 
Tickets for the tour are $35 for non-Historic Bethlehem Museum & Sites members and $25 for members 
when purchased in advance.  Admission to the Miller’s Garden Reception is $20 for non-members, $15 
for members or FREE to anyone purchasing a HBMS membership.  Tickets are available at the Historic 
Bethlehem Museum & Sites Gift Shop & Visitor Center, 505 Main Street, or online at 
historicbethlehem.org.  For more information, to purchase tickets and to learn about volunteer 
opportunities call 1-800-360-TOUR. 
 
Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites is a not-for-profit institution that brings to life three centuries of 
American history.  Historic Bethlehem tells the story of a small town of great influence, home to some of 
our nation’s earliest settlers, to America’s first municipal water pumping system and to one of the 
world’s greatest industrial companies.  Located in eastern Pennsylvania, Historic Bethlehem is located 
ninety minutes north of Philadelphia and two hours west of New York City.  Historic Bethlehem is an 
Affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution and a National Historic Landmark District. 
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