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Bring Your APPLE-tite to the 4th Annual Weekend of Family Fun at Apple Days 

Presented by Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites 

 

BETHLEHEM, PA– Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites (HBMS) is excited to announce the 

fourth annual Apple Days will be held on Saturday, September 9 and Sunday, September 10 

from 10 am - 4 pm at Burnside Plantation, listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Join 

us for fall fun-filled activities for the family – and the dog - including apple bobbing, apple 

picking, apple stamping t-shirts, dream catchers, a variety of cooking and colonial 

demonstrations, donkey-drawn wagon rides, barn and house tours, doughnut-eating contests, live 

music, culinary contests, and Live Animal Demonstrations from Wildlands Conservancy.  

 

Delight in everything apple! Satisfy your sweet tooth with delectable apple treats such as 

doughnuts, pies, dumplings, fritters, tasty apple cider, and hard cider from Hardball Cider – a 

Pennsylvania craft cidery located on Main Street, Bethlehem with a passion for baseball and real 

hard cider. Plus, new this year, have your apple pie or dumplings à la mode. Don’t miss apple 

muffins or strudel and dipping your own caramel apple!  

 

Beat the lines and pre-order freshly baked crumb topped apple pies, dumplings, pierogies from 

Black Forest Deli, and beautiful fall mums online today at HistoricBethlehem.org. These apple 

sweets are available on a first come, first serve basis. 

 

Think your apple pies are irresistible to the core? Enchant our judges with a bite of your best 

apple dessert and enter your recipe into the Culinary Contest for kids and adults! The Adult 

Culinary Contest will be held on Saturday, September 9 at 12:30 pm and the Kids Under 15 

Culinary Contest will be held on Sunday, September 10 at 12:30 pm. Prizes will be awarded for 

1st and 2nd place winners. For more information or to register, visit HistoricBethlehem.org.  

 

Looking for the perfect addition for your fall menu? Find out the different ways you can use 

apples to spice up your dishes with culinary demonstrations from Natalie Biondi from Seasons 

Oil & Vinegar and Local Colonial Historian and Medicinal Horticulturist Erica Patton. 

 

Experience a wide selection of demonstrations: cider press, high horsepower wheel, colonial 

cooking using old time apple recipes from Burnside Foodways volunteers. 

 

New this year, learn about what nuts are grown in Pennsylvania and what it takes to be a nut 

farmer from the Pennsylvania Nut Growers Association. Find how you can build a home or 

outdoor structure with your own two hands using traditional and natural methods from the 

Southard Natural Builders Guild.  

 

mailto:lwukitsch@historicbethlehem.org
http://www.historicbethlehem.org/
Historicbethlehem.org
http://www.hardballcider.com/home.html
http://www.historicbethlehem.org/
http://www.historicbethlehem.org/


 
 

Meet and learn about alpacas and their warm, wonderful fleece from Kraussdale Alpacas. Watch 

their spinning demonstration and see how fiber is spun into yarn to make the clothes you wear! 

 

Discover what animals thrive during the fall months from Wildlands Conservancy during the 

Live Animal Demonstration at 2 pm each day! See first-hand how these animals prepare for 

winter. Learn about their hibernation processes and what they eat or gather to feast on during the 

colder months when food is scarce. 

 

Enjoy Burnside’s warm fall colors on a 45-minute hike with a Wildlands Conservancy Naturalist 

at 11 am and 3 pm each day. Learn about how plants and animals change in the fall to prepare 

for cold weather while looking for signs of animal activity on the trail. Receive your own FREE 

hiking bags with binoculars and other supplies. Hike is limited to 30 people at a time, so reserve 

your spot online! Then visit the Enviroscape, where every hour a model village demonstrates the 

effects of development on natural areas and the animals that live there.  

 

Back by popular demand, bite into fall with our doughnut-eating contest for kids and adults on 

Saturday and Sunday at 1:15 p.m. Other kids’ activities include colonial bingo, colonial dress up, 

kid and pet friendly bandanas, pine cone bird feeders, paper apple puppets, and quill pen writing.  

 

New this year, kids will have fun reading their favorite book to a certified therapy dog with the 

Read to Dogs program, in collaboration with the Alliance of Therapy Dogs and the Bethlehem 

Public Library. Sign up online for a 20-minute reading time and get a card saying, “I read to 

Jackson today!” Parents are invited to sit in the guest seating area while their children read.  

 

Purchase beautiful fresh fall mums at our Corn Crib Shop and a variety of delicious apple treats 

including apple butter, apple cider, apple vinegar, and other apple specialties.  

 

Stroll through Burnside’s orchard and learn about and pick your own heirloom apples including 

Rhode Island Greening, Spitzenburg, Roxbury Russet Rhode Island Greening, and Newtown 

Pippin.  

 

Enjoy musical performances from the Saucon Valley Panther Players, 99 Stringz, and the 

Magnolia Sadies. New this year, The Druckmillers and winners from the Lyons Fiddle Festival 

will dazzle with folk music and sensational fiddling.  

 

Admission to Apple Days is $5 per vehicle with free parking at 1170 8th Avenue, Bethlehem. 

 

Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites is a not-for-profit institution that brings to life three 

centuries of American history.  Historic Bethlehem tells the story of a small town of great 

influence, home to some of our nation’s early settlers, to the first pumped municipal water 

system in the American colonies, and to one of the world’s greatest industrial companies.  

Historic Bethlehem is located in eastern Pennsylvania, only an hour drive north from 

Philadelphia and 2 hours west of New York City.  Historic Bethlehem is an Affiliate of the 

Smithsonian Institution and part of a National Historic Landmark District - a designated site on 

the US Tentative List. 
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