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Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites Invites CEOs  

To Learn about Historic Moravian Bethlehem’s Designation to the US Tentative List 

 at the Historic Victaulic Guest House 

 

BETHLEHEM, PA, August 2017- Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites (HBMS) invited CEOs 

of the Lehigh Valley on Wednesday, July 26 to learn more about Bethlehem’s newest 

international distinction, Historic Moravian Bethlehem’s designation to the U.S. Tentative List 

for eventual nomination to the UNESCO World Heritage List and what it means for economic 

development in our community. 

 

John F. Malloy, Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer of Victaulic, kicked off the 

reception, welcoming guests with opening remarks that highlighted the importance of preserving 

historic sites, speaking from first-hand experience as the Victaulic Guest House itself has a rich 

history - making it the perfect place to unveil the Lehigh Valley’s new international distinction. 

 

In fact, the history of the property traces back to 1681 when it was acquired by the William Penn 

family.  It was later deeded  to Johannes Babp who constructed a farmhouse in 1790. As the 

property changed hands, this farmhouse was transformed into Babp Tavern, then Uhler’s Hotel 

in 1867, and finally Victaulic’s Guest House after Victaulic remodeled the structure in the 1980s 

and then again in 2014, staying true to the building’s historic roots. 

 

The second speaker of the evening, Carroll Neubauer, Chairman and CEO of B. Braun Medical 

Inc., emphasized the importance of treasuring and maintaining our impressive historic district 

and how other UNESCO World Heritage sites have regularly increased heritage tourism 

fourfold. As more tourists are drawn to the area, boosting businesses for hotels, restaurants, and 

shops, the prestige and recognition of this nomination will also benefit businesses on an 

international level, creating a more attractive community for present and future employees, and 

retaining and gaining needed talent, as well as wowing influential visitors when they take the 

opportunity to tour such stunning and internationally-recognized sites. 

 

Charlene Donchez Mowers, President of Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites, spoke about how 

one small nonprofit became the little engine that could and took on the responsibility of 

preparing a nomination to the US Tentative List in 2008 which reopened after being closed for 

17 years and in 2008 Historic Moravian Bethlehem was listed as pending on the list.  

 

In order to make the case stronger for UNESCO, the National Park Service Office of 

International Affairs recommended that a National Historic Landmark District be created to 

encompass all the 18th century Moravian community in Bethlehem since it had such a high 

degree of authenticity and integrity. 
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Once more, HBMS took on the responsibility to prepare this nomination with the agreement of 

the Moravian entities and the City of Bethlehem.  After much research, writing, sending to 

Washington many boxes of materials, and a formal presentation in 2012, the U.S. Secretary of 

the Interior designated Historic Moravian Bethlehem, a National Historic Landmark District, one 

of only 8 in Pennsylvania and one of 200 in the United States. 

 

After being closed for 8 years, the U.S. Tentative List re-opened for new nominations in 2016 

and HBMS once again applied.  In December 2016 on the eve of the 275th anniversary of the 

city, Historic Moravian Bethlehem was named to the U.S. Tentative List for eventual nomination 

to the World Heritage List. Some of the other sites on the 2016 U.S. List are:  Central Park, 

Brooklyn Bridge, Ellis Island and Chicago skyscraper movement of the early 20th century.  

 

A few weeks ago, the World Heritage Commission accepted the U.S. Tentative List and it now 

appears on the UNESCO World Heritage website.  Each year, the U.S. can choose one site from 

the list to go through the World Heritage nomination process. 

 

After these comments were shared with the attendees, the guests enjoyed the ethereal tones of 

harpist Andrea Wittchen in the Great Room and Dining Room.  Elysium String Trio impressed 

guests with elegant pieces on the patio.  Guests enjoyed a fabulous selection of food provided by 

Chef Laura Walther.  Hors d’oeuvres included grilled rosemary pork tenderloin served with 

grilled bourbon yam, blackened shrimp cocktail, pan seared lump crab cake with roasted local 

corn and black bean salsa, seared ahi tuna served with Asian slaw, chicken cordon blue served 

with local raw honey mustard dipping sauce, and irresistible homemade Klein Farm raw milk ice 

cream served with brown sugar waffles and fresh berries for dessert. 

 

Preeminent guests included Marta Gabriel from Senator Toomey’s office, Vince O’Domski  

from Congressman Dent’s office, Alex Karras from Mayor Donchez’s office, Dave Roth, 

General Manager of Bethlehem Area Moravians; Bishop Hopeton Clennon, senior pastor of 

Central Moravian Church; Anne and Ken Rampolla, Owners of Responsive Marketing, Inc.; 

Philip Jackson, Market President of Univest; Anthony Scarcia, Owner, President & COO of 

Allied Building Corporation; C. Douglas Hill, Senior Vice President & General Manager of 

Sharp Packaging Solutions; Dave Lobach, President & CEO of Embassy Bank; Raj Pawar, 

President & CEO of Summit Utility Structures; Lew and Christy Ronca, HRP Management 

LLC.; Ray Glemser, CEO of Glemser Technologies; John and Donna Eureyecko; Martin and 

Tiffany Till, Virtual Graphics LLC.    

 

The committee was co-chaired by Amy Eagle Thompson and Chrissie Wagner.  Other committee 

members included Eileen Budd, Dolly Dyer, Erica Miller, Anne Rampolla, and  

Jennifer Van De Voorde. 

  

 

For more information, call 1.800.360.TOUR or visit HistoricBethlehem.org.  

 

Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites is a not-for-profit institution that brings to life three 

centuries of American history.  Historic Bethlehem tells the story of a small town of great 
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influence, home to some of our nation’s early settlers, to the first pumped municipal water 

system in the American colonies, and to one of the world’s greatest industrial companies.  

Historic Bethlehem is located in eastern Pennsylvania, only an hour drive north from 

Philadelphia and 2 hours west of New York City.  Historic Bethlehem is an Affiliate of the 

Smithsonian Institution and part of a National Historic Landmark District - a designated site on 

the US Tentative List. 
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