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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Contact: LoriAnn Wukitsch, Managing Director 

E-mail: lwukitsch@historicbethlehem.org 

Date:  May 30, 2017  

Colonial Industrial Quarter Walking Tour 

Experience America’s Beginnings 

 

BETHLEHEM, PA, June 2017—Ever walk through the Colonial Industrial Quarter and wonder 

what all of the buildings were used for? Now’s your chance! Historic Bethlehem Museums & 

Sites (HBMS) welcomes you to explore the Colonial Industrial Quarter like never before on this 

hour-long walking tour led by our certified guide in period dress. Every Friday through Sunday 

at 1:30pm for the month of June, discover how the early Moravians developed the largest 

concentration of industrial trades and skills in the American Colonies. Hear about the Colonial 

Industrial Quarter’s amazing transition throughout the centuries, beginning as America’s earliest 

industrial park, turning into an automotive junk yard, then transforming into the bucolic site it is 

today. 

Why are these buildings located in the Colonial Industrial Quarter? It is because of its location 

next to the Monocacy Creek to make use of the water flow as a source of power. They took 

advantage of this water source and built the 1762 Waterworks first pumped municipal water 

system in America. The power generated by one waterwheel was equal to the power produced by 

100 men! In fact you can still see the waterwheel in action today!  

After the Moravian settlers founded Bethlehem in 1741, they established approximately 35 

crafts, trades, and industries in six short years. One of the quickest developments Bethlehem has 

seen to date! A vision of Bethlehem to become self-sufficient to support missionary activities 

encouraged the Moravian settlers to begin producing their own goods. The early Moravians 

needed to produce their own goods and fast as it wasn’t cheap to send out missionaries.  

 Don’t miss your chance to peek inside the 1869 Luckenbach Mill, where the tour begins has 

been in continuous use since the 20th century. Originally the mill was constructed in 1743 as the 

flour mill, which was restructured with limestone in 1751. After a fire destroyed the structure, 

the current Luckenbach Mill was erected in its place in 1869.  

Plus, get the chance to visit the Miller’s House, Dye House, and Springhouse, each of which will 

wow you with how advanced the early Moravians were for their time! 

Tickets are $15 for adults, and $9 for children between the ages of 6-12. Tours leave from the 

Visitor Center and Museum Store, 505 Main St, Bethlehem, PA 18018. The Colonial Industrial 

Quarter is located at 459 Old York Rd, Bethlehem. For more information, call 1-800-360-TOUR 

or visit www.HistoricBethlehem.org. 
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All proceeds from this event help Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites to maintain 20 historic 

landmarks in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 

Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites is a not-for-profit institution that brings to life three 

centuries of American history.  Historic Bethlehem tells the story of a small town of great 

influence, home to some of our nation’s early settlers, to the first pumped municipal water 

system in the American colonies, and to one of the world’s greatest industrial companies.  

Historic Bethlehem is located in eastern Pennsylvania, only an hour drive north from 

Philadelphia and 2 hours west of New York City.  Historic Bethlehem is an Affiliate of the 

Smithsonian Institution, part of a National Historic Landmark District, and a designated site on 

the US Tentative List. 
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