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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Contact: LoriAnn Wukitsch, Managing Director 

E-mail: lwukitsch@historicbethlehem.org 

Date:  May 9, 2017  

 

A Year’s Worth of Inspiration: 

Rooms To View House Tour Celebrates 25th Anniversary 

 

BETHLEHEM, PA, May, 2017 – Historic Bethlehem Museum & Sites (HBMS) is excited to 

announce the 25th annual Rooms to View House Tour on Saturday, June 3, 2017 from 10am to 

4pm. Celebrating diverse architecture and a milestone anniversary, this year’s event will 

showcase charming historic restorations, stunning grand estates, and sublime backyard retreats in 

Bethlehem, Center Valley, and Coopersburg.  

 

The House Tour officially kicks off with an elegant Preview Soirée on Friday, June 2 from 6 to 

9pm. Guests will marvel at this distinguished European cottage designed by nationally acclaimed 

architect Jack Arnold. The home was crafted with old-world techniques that feature gorgeous 

exposed wooden beams dating back 250 years and highlight magnificent views of the 18th hole 

of Saucon Valley Country Club golf course. This cultivated European elegance extends to the 

décor creating a sophisticated ambiance with stunning antiques purchased in England, Ireland, 

and France. Guests will enjoy hors d’oeuvres from Catering by Karen Hunter, drinks, and live 

music from the Peter Johann Band. 

 

Below is a small sample of the splendor on this year’s House Tour: 

 

Visitors will enjoy exploring these architectural treasures throughout Bethlehem. On East Market 

Street, visit this refined example of mid-Victorian architecture, built in 1857 by Julius Schrader 

and contains elements of the traditional Second Empire. A modern addition added to the rear 

section of the home in 1990 showcases an open-floor plan that includes a custom made swamp 

pine mantel in the living room. The two halves join together to create a home that celebrates the 

past while meeting the needs of contemporary life. Gardening enthusiasts will delight in the 

custom designed potting shed in the meticulously designed backyard. 

 

Just down the street are two more stops on the House Tour. Once known as the Lehman House, 

this high-style Victorian Italianate home on West Market Street boasts a dignified heritage. The 

residential portion of the property was home to Ernst and later Bernard Lehman, who was an 

accomplished musician and artisan. Brass instruments, including trombones, made for the 

Bethlehem Trombone Choir were once produced in the shops behind this residence. The current 

owners recently converted the building to house their family business while carefully preserving 

the exquisite wallpaper, tile, woodwork, and stained glass that are part of its grand history. 

 

Don’t miss the other West Market Street home - a Dutch Colonial that has been owned by only 

two families in its 100 year history. A showcase of the current owner’s skills as a general 

contractor and master craftsman, the meticulous work restoring chestnut woodwork and vintage 

English wallpaper, installing floor-to-ceiling custom cherry cabinetry, and incorporating high 
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tech sound and lighting systems into the original blueprint of the house has turned this labor of 

love into a true dream home. 

 

Two properties on Church Street are featured this year. Tour a French Second Empire home built 

in the 1860s and graced with exquisite architectural details, consisting of heavy carved doors and 

mantels, decorative windows with leaded, stained and cut glass, and an enchanting tiled 

solarium. An extensive and eclectic collection of artwork, including ceramics, glassworks, and 

“outsider art” is displayed throughout the expansive main floor. 

 

Admire the original structure of this refined Historic District home built in 1860, including its 

carefully preserved front door. It wasn’t until the 1950s that any changes were made when an 

addition was added that included a maid’s room over a mudroom that holds a recessed brick 

oven. Handcrafted by Farrow & Ball in Dorset England using the traditional block and trough 

printing method, the entryway wallpaper ushers guests into the exquisite living room filled with 

artwork from various places the current owners have lived: New Orleans, Baton Rouge, London, 

and the Kingdom of Bahrain. 

 

You’ll want to visit this residence located along the Monocacy Creek. Conestoga Court rests 

beside a swift stream and natural waterfall, which was what first attracted early Bethlehem 

settlers to build a structure on this site in 1890. Since then, this site has been home to the Krauss 

Sausage Company, Avondale Farms Dairy, and a corset factory for Cupid Manufacturing. In the 

1980s, fourteen condominiums became the latest iteration of this building, where its current 

occupants enjoy creative living space with glorious views of the Colonial Industrial Quarter!  

 

One stop on the tour is nestled high on a hill in Weyhill Woods. This gracious sun-drenched 

home is paradise on earth. Surrounded by lush landscaping, this stone-and-stucco residence 

invites you to enjoy impressive solid custom woodwork, gorgeous artwork from Bucks County 

artist Dot Bunn, and a stone patio complete with striking dry set boulder walls and Amish red 

stone. 

 

Peek inside this spacious home in Coopersburg. With an open-concept layout perfect for 

entertaining in grand style, the main floor will delight visitors with impeccable home décor, a 

spectacularly renovated kitchen, and a graceful dining room filled with natural light that streams 

in from the French doors and surrounding windows. Outside lies a charming patio that overlooks 

delicate landscaping and an inviting pool complemented by a gorgeous stone pathway. 

 

End your tour with a Wine & Cheese Reception at the gorgeous Kemerer Garden from 4-5:30 

pm. The Kemerer Garden has a contemporary blend of traditional horticultural samplings and 

classic architectural landscape elements that gives it a richer look, reminiscent of an English Pea 

Gravel Courtyard. The wrought iron furniture and fencing paired with the lush, sustainable plants 

make it a charming space for entertaining. Be sure to stop in the Kemerer Museum Gift Store and 

find the perfect accessory for your home or special occasion. 

 

Tickets for the tour are $40 for Non-Members and $30 for HBMS Members. Tickets are 

available at the Historic Bethlehem Visitor Center & Museum Store, 505 Main Street, or online 
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at HistoricBethlehem.org.  For more information, to purchase tickets and to learn about volunteer 

opportunities call 1-800-360-TOUR. 

 

All proceeds from this event help Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites to maintain 20 historic 

landmarks in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 

 

Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites is a not-for-profit institution that brings to life three 

centuries of American history.  Historic Bethlehem tells the story of a small town of great 

influence, home to some of our nation’s early settlers, to the first pumped municipal water 

system in the American colonies, and to one of the world’s greatest industrial companies.  

Historic Bethlehem is located in eastern Pennsylvania, only an hour drive north from 

Philadelphia and 2 hours west of New York City.  Historic Bethlehem is an Affiliate of the 

Smithsonian Institution, part of a National Historic Landmark District, and a designated site on 

the US Tentative List. 
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